DISABLED VETERAN-OWNED FIRM ACHIEVES
FIRST SALE IN KAZAKHSTAN WITH CS SUPPORT

Client Objectives

In January 2020, Buck Wheeler, founder of Wheeler Enter-
prises (dba EZ Animal Products), contacted the U.S. Com-
mercial Service in Lexington (CS Lexington) for assistance
and information on several potential markets, and we have
been working together since. He initially requested informa-
tion about exporting to Nepal and Kazakhstan. When the
| opportunity arose for him to sign a distributor in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Wheeler again turned to the U.S. Com-
mercial Service for guidance.

Mr. Wheeler established EZ Animal Products in 1995 to man-
ufacture and sell his unique animal training and husbandry
products to breeders, trainers and veterinarians. The founder
of EZ Animal Products is a lifelong livestock owner, trainer

“Mr. Wheeler and breeder. As such, he

is always inventing and |
established EZ Animal |ooking for a better way
Products in 1995” to do things, which is how
Udderly EZ Hand Milkers
and “The Stableizer” equine restraint and training system
were invented. These affordable, quality products are now
sought by livestock owners, hobby farmers and veterinarians
around the world. In fact, “The Stableizer” was used on two
Kentucky Derby winners and one Belmont Stakes winner.

Description of value-added assistance provided:

Mr. Wheeler's initial call to the U.S. Commercial Service con-
cerned selling to Nepal and Kazakhstan. The timing was per-
fect because U.S. Commercial Service offices in Almaty and
Kiev were promoting a webinar on Agribusiness prospects
in Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Mr. Wheeler signed up for the
webinar and gained useful information about both countries.

Mr. Wheeler sought market development assistance for
several countries, so the local trade specialist recom-
mended that he apply for a STEP Grant, which he did so successfully in May 2020. Further,
an introduction to the EXIM Bank was arranged to brief Mr. Wheeler on various financial
tools he might consider as he grows export sales.

“The timing was perfect”

Description of Results

In July Mr. Wheeler’s contact in Kazakhstan placed an initial order of electric and hand-milk-
ers for goats and mares. The two parties are considering a formal distribution agreement to
sell EZ Animal Products across Kazakhstan. This first sale is expected to lead to substantial
business over time.
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